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activity. It is possible to learn from the census reports how many estab- 
lishments, employees, etc., are engaged in manufacturing, mining, and 
agriculture. The value of the products and the plants can also be ascer- 
tained in the same way; but nobody knows how many stores or storekeepers 
there are in the country and nobody can find out how many people are 
employed or how much they earn in the aggregate. It is a matter of com- 
mon knowledge that an increasing proportion of the incomes of the people 
of this country are being expended in retail stores, year by year. But 
neither the amount of the gross income of the people, nor the proportion 
so expended is known with even approximate accuracy. 

There can be no doubt that the retail store is one of the most important 
links in the chain of activities and processes by which the wants of the con- 
sumers are met by a ceaseless flow of goods from producers. It would be 
interesting and enlightening to know just how much this service costs. 
The author states that the "distribution" of goods, which includes trans- 
portation, insurance, and storage as well as the selling, probably costs 
more than the manufacturing. It is generally recognized that there is 
great inefficiency and waste in retailing. Here then is the place where 
statistics should be made available, if we are to deal intelligently with the 
rising cost of living. 

The author has made excellent use of what figures he could get while at 
the same time he points out their inaccuracies and inadequacy. 

The work is what the title indicates, a study of the economics of retailing. 
It combines in a very effective way the descriptive and analytical methods 
of treatment. It fits in splendidly between general economics on the one 
hand and the handbooks and treatises of a more technical character in 
business management and salesmanship on the other. It supplements 
general economics where many students have felt the need of a fuller treat- 
ment, and it affords a historical background and a scientific groundwork 
for the art of the merchant and the salesman. 

The book is well written and is presented in a satisfactory typography. 
It should be interesting and easy reading for both business men and stu- 
dent. 

Carroll W. Doten. 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 



RESOLUTION. 



At a Meeting of the American Statistical Association, held in New York 
City, May 5, 1916, the following resolution was adopted by unanimous 
vote of the members present: 

Whereas, The Joint Resolution introduced in Congress by Senator 
John D. Works, of California, making it unlawful for any officer or employee 
of the United States Public Health Service to be, or to become, a member 
or officer of, or in any way connected with, any medical or private health 
association or organization of any kind, if passed by Congress, would limit 
the usefulness of a very important branch of government service; and 
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Whereas, It would deprive the public health and statistical associations 
of the country of the benefit that accrues to them and to the public at large 
from the direct contact and association with the officers of the United States 
Public Health Service, who have contributed largely to the knowledge of 
•disease and its prevention: and 

Whereas, The efficiency of the government service is enhanced by the 
participation of its officers in the activities of scientific societies; and 

Whereas, The principle underlying Senator Works' resolution, if applied 
in one branch of the government service, might be extended to other 
branches and impose regrettable limitations upon the usefulness of govern- 
ment officers pursuing scientific work, 

Therefore, Be it Resolved, That the American Statistical Association 
hereby records its emphatic disapproval of Senator Works' Resolution; 
and 

Be it Further Resolved, That copies of this resolution be sent to the mem- 
bers of the Committees of Congress to which this resolution was referred 
and that it be given publicity in the daily press of the country. 

Attest : 

Carroll W. Doten, 

Secretary. 



COMMITTEES. 



The following committees have been appointed since the Proceedings 
of the Annual Meeting were published: 
Committee on Fellows: 

Frederick L. Hoffman, term expires 1920. 

E. Dana Durand, term expires 1919. 

Wesley C. Mitchell, term expires 1918. 

Charles H. Verrill, term expires 1917. 

John L. Coulter, term expires 1916. 
Nominating Committee: 

William Z. Ripley, chairman, Fred C. Croxton, W. S. Gifford. 
Members of Committee on Local Arrangements: (Annual Meeting, Colum- 
bus, Ohio.) 

Fred C. Croxton, Mary Louise Marks, and Carl J. West. 



